HOLLAND PARK SCHOOL I 2025-2026

COURSE OVERVIEW: GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

	Exam Board
	AQA (8700)

	Specification
	https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8700/specification 

	Assessment
	Two written exams:
· Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
· Section A: Reading – 4 questions about one short literature text
· Section B: Writing – a choice of descriptive or narrative writing
· 1 hour 45 minutes
· 80 marks
· 50% of GCSE
· Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
· Section A: Reading – 4 questions about two short non-fiction texts
· Section B: Writing – writing to present a viewpoint
· 1 hour 45 minutes
· 80 marks
· 50% of GCSE
Non-Exam Assessment:
· Spoken Language Endorsement
· A formal extended individual presentation (max. 10 minutes) on an issue chosen by the student
· 0% of GCSE – reported as a separate grade (Pass, Merit, or Distinction)

	Map of Learning Overview
	Year 10:
· Autumn 1: Paper 1 Sections A and B
· Summer 2: Paper 2 Section B
Year 11:
· Autumn 1: Paper 2 Section A
· Spring 1: Paper 1 Revision
· Spring 2 & Summer 1: Papers 1 & 2 Revision

	Revision Resources
	Past papers on AQA website: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8700/assessment-resources

	Additional Resources (optional)
	· York Notes Revision Guides (both papers)
· CGP Revision Guides (both papers)

	Teacher contacts
	· Head of Department: Mr A Waterhouse (4.02 & 4.14A) – Aaron.Waterhouse@hollandparkschool.co.uk 
· Second in Charge: Mr C White (4.09) – Conor.White@hollandparkschool.co.uk
· Assistant Principal: Mr B Arnold (2.25) – Benjamin.Arnold@hollandparkschool.co.uk



